THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
sending Ambassadors to affirm it. But Philip of Valois, the
Regent, cousin of the late King, had himself crowned with
the support of the nation and of the Church in France behind
him, because he was the eldest male Capetian, and that was
EDWARD IIFS CLAIM TO FRANCE
A claim to inherit through a woman, though a woman could not herself
inherit the French throne
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Philip of Valois claims as the only male in direct male descent, pleading
a newly resurrected " Salic Law " governing the succession to the French
crown, whereby it cannot be inherited either by or through a woman. Edward
III claims on the common ground in European succession that one can
inherit through a woman, though he admits a woman cannot inherit a throne.
He claims through his mother, Isabella. Charles of £vreux> the grandson of
Isabella's elder brother, King Louis X, is ahve and has the better right, but
is passed over because Charles's mother, Queen of Navarre, married far off
and out of the kingdom.
the point upon which opinion insisted: the French insisted on
being ruled by a man, and that man a Capetian in male
descent.
It must be remembered, however, that Edward's claim to the
crown of France was very strong. The idea that a woman ought
not to rule was widely spread, but the idea that the title to a ruling
position could be inherited through a woman was universal. The
first conception made it impossible for the Queen of Navarre to
mount the French throne; moreover, she was forgotten and far
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